
CANNABIS LAW REFORM 

 
 
 

 
Old system (Cannabis Control Act 2003) 

 

 
New system (Cannabis Law Reform Act 2010) 

Possession: 
 
If a person is found in possession of no more 
than:  

- 30 grams of cannabis; 
- two cannabis plants; 
- or is found in possession of a smoking 

implement containing traces of 
cannabis; 

 
they are issued with a Cannabis Infringement 
Notice (CIN). 
 
 
 

Possession: 
 
An Intervention Requirement can be issued if 
a person is found in possession of: 
      -     no more than 10 grams of cannabis;  

-      or is found in possession of a    
smoking implement containing traces 
of cannabis (threshold has dropped 
from 30g to 10g and possession of 
plants are excluded). 

  
 

Penalty: 
 
Person can elect to either pay a modified 
penalty (between $100-$200) or attend an 
education session.  Non-payment of modified 
penalty results in the Infringement Notice 
being sent to the Fines Enforcement Registry 
(FER) for recovery action; (NB. In the first 
three years of the CIN system, 9,000 
people were issued with a notice and 
elected to pay a modified penalty. One- 
third did not bother to pay the modified 
penalty, even after it had been referred to 
the FER for action.) 

Penalty: 
 
No option to pay a modified penalty.  Must 
attend a mandatory Cannabis Intervention 
Requirement (CIR) session (usually within 28 
days).  Failure to attend will result in 
prosecution for the original offence. 
 

Alternative to CIN session: 
 
Person can elect to have the original offence 
heard in court. 
 

Alternative to CIR session: 
 
Person can still elect to have the original 
offence heard in court. 
 

Number of offences for eligibility to CIN: 
 
No limit on number of times a person can be 
given an Infringement Notice; 
 
 
Infringement Notice scheme is only available 
to adults. 
 

Number of offences for eligibility to CIR: 
 
Adults will only be given one opportunity for 
an Intervention Requirement.  All subsequent 
‘like’ offences will result in prosecution; and 
 
Intervention Requirement scheme will be 
open to persons under 18 years of age.  They 
will be able to be given an Intervention 
Requirement twice before other prosecution 
action takes effect.  Requirement for police to 
consider referral to a juvenile justice team, 
where appropriate, rather than prosecuting. 



Sale of ‘Cannabis Smoking Paraphernalia’: 
 
It is an offence to sell ‘cannabis smoking 
paraphernalia’ to a child (maximum penalty is 
a fine up to $5,000 for an individual or 
$25,000 for a company). 
Cannabis paraphernalia can be sold to adults, 
although retailers are required to have a 
Warning Notice at the entrance of their store 
outlining the adverse consequences of 
cannabis use.  They also have to provide a 
customer (adult) with education materials if 
they purchase any cannabis smoking 
paraphernalia.  If retailers do not comply with 
these requirements they commit offences and 
can be fined up to $5,000. 

Sale of ‘Cannabis Smoking Paraphernalia’: 
 
It will be an offence to sell ‘cannabis smoking 
paraphernalia’ to any person.  This is defined 
as (a) anything made or modified to be used 
for smoking cannabis and (b) any other thing 
that is prescribed to be cannabis smoking 
paraphernalia.   
 
It will also be an offence to display such items 
for sale.  The penalty for selling ‘cannabis 
smoking paraphernalia’ to a child will be 
imprisonment for up to two years or a fine up 
to $24,000 or both (maximum fine that can be 
imposed on a company will be $120,000).  
The maximum penalty for selling ‘cannabis 
smoking paraphernalia’ to an adult, or 
displaying such items for sale, will be a fine up 
to $10,000 for an individual or $50,000 for a 
company.   
 
Exemptions: 
 
Items known as hookahs and shishas will not 
be ‘cannabis smoking paraphernalia’.  These 
items can then be sold to any person. These 
items are not designed or modified for 
smoking of cannabis.  They have been 
manufactured for smoking of flavoured 
tobacco.  It will still be an offence if someone 
has possession of such items containing 
traces of prohibited drugs (ie so if a person 
buys a hookah or a shisha and then uses it to 
smoke cannabis, they will be prosecuted.  But 
retailers will not be prosecuted for selling 
these items). 
 

Spent convictions: 
 
Currently under the Spent Convictions Act 
1988 a person has to wait 10 years before 
they can apply to have a conviction ‘spent’.   
 
 

Spent convictions: 
 
Under amendments to the Spent Convictions 
Act 1988, taking effect on August 1, 2011, this 
time period is reduced to three years if the 
offence was simple possession* of cannabis, 
or possession of a smoking implement 
containing traces of cannabis.  This only 
applies to convictions that happen on or after 
August 1, 2011. (*Anything under 100 grams, 
one offence only.) 

Penalties for possession over threshold : 
 
If a person is found in possession of more 
than:  

- 30 grams of cannabis;  
- two cannabis plants;  

 

Penalties for possession over threshold : 
 
If a person is found in possession of more 
than:  

- 10 grams of cannabis; or 
- any cannabis plants;  
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the penalty for possession of cannabis is 
imprisonment for up to two years or a fine of 
up to $2,000 or both.   
 
Possession over 100 grams: 
 
Once you are in possession of more than 100 
grams, you are deemed to have it with intent 
to sell or supply - the penalty is imprisonment 
for up to 10 years or a fine of up to $20,000 or 
both. 

the penalty for possession of cannabis is 
imprisonment for up to two years or a fine of 
up to $2,000 or both.   
 
Possession over 100 grams: 
 
Once you are in possession of more than  
100 grams, you are deemed to have it with 
intent to sell or supply - the penalty is 
imprisonment for up to 10 years or a fine of up 
to $20,000 or both. 

 

 
 


