
2012 Beyond Gambling Grants program successful recipients 
 

Organisation Region Amount awarded Details of the project 

David Wirrpanda Foundation Inc. Peel and Metropolitan $168,167 The David Wirrpanda Foundation project consists of three 
components that aim to provide diversionary activities and 
culturally appropriate mentoring and education within the 
Aboriginal communities in the Peel region and Perth, as 
follows: 
 

1. A weekly program for young male students that 
delivers strategies focusing on how to live a healthy 
lifestyle and, in particular, how to minimise harm 
from drugs and alcohol for themselves, their 
families and their communities.  The program will 
also focus on mental health, good nutrition, harmful 
behaviours and risk minimisation.  

 
2. The Plan 2day 4 2morrow program aims to reduce 

the incidence of risk taking behaviours including 
gambling, crime, drugs, alcohol and harmful 
substances abuse and to improve health outcomes 
and employment opportunities for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. The program will 
provide diversionary activities that include fitness 
sessions, culture, one-on-one mentoring, job 
search training and skills, literacy and numeracy 
support, workplace preparation, drug and alcohol 
education and testing, Moorditj yarning sessions 
and alternatives to violence sessions.  

 
3. Gambling awareness sessions, to be developed in 

consultation with Centrecare WA.  This weekly, 
half-day program will attract up to 100 Aboriginal 
men and women and will give them the opportunity 
to participate in positive activities other than 
gambling, with the aim of gaining employment, 
further education and maintaining healthier and 
positive lifestyles. A gambling resource toolkit will 
be developed for distribution during the programs. 

 
 
 



Greater Bunbury Division of 
General Practice 

South-West $186,400 The Greater Bunbury Division of General Practice, trading 
as Koombana Health, will raise awareness about the 
effects of problem social gambling through a community 
awareness campaign using local and social media, a 
community education program and delivery of specialised 
programs for individuals, couples, families and groups 
addressing issues around gambling.  The community 
awareness campaign will include branding, media clips 
and regular contributions to radio and print media as a 
means of creating community awareness and dialogue 
about the effects of social gambling. The community 
education program will consist of education talks, 
promotional materials and media coverage increasing the 
capacity of community members to alleviate problems and 
support gamblers in need. Community education will also 
be provided for service providers who are working with 
related issues (drug and alcohol, financial services, mental 
health) to increase their awareness and capacity to identify 
related issues and practice accordingly.  Specialised 
programs for individuals, couples, families and groups 
addressing issues surrounding gambling will also be 
provided.  The programs will target individuals with 
gambling concerns and their partners through group-based 
interventions. 

Multicultural Services Centre of 
Western Australia Inc. 

Metropolitan $166,160 The Multicultural Services Centre project aims to minimise 
the likelihood of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
(CaLD) recreational gamblers developing problem 
gambling behaviours, and to enhance mainstream 
responsiveness to CaLD problem gambling related issues.  
This project will provide positive diversionary activities for 
problem gamblers by hosting a range of community 
programs to promote understanding of the nature of 
gambling, addictiveness and the impact of gambling on 
individuals and families.   
 
This includes: 

1. Providing a number of culturally appropriate 
alternatives to gambling such as social, recreational 
and spiritual activities to promote responsible 
gambling initiatives, such as community gardening, 
yoga, multicultural cooking club, walking groups 
and a multilingual choir/band. 



2. Establishing a therapeutic intervention program 
providing counselling and support services to 
individuals and families who are affected by 
problem gambling from diverse (CaLD) 
backgrounds using a brokerage model.  This will 
include peer support and mentoring, financial 
management, psycho-education sessions and 
diversity forums on problem gambling. 

3. Enhance the capacity of mainstream gambling 
services to respond to the needs of problem 
gamblers by facilitating the development of 
culturally competent knowledge and skills, and 
providing cross cultural consultancy to mainstream 
counsellors. 

Mercy Community Services Inc. Metropolitan $77,500 Mercy Community Services, trading as Mercy Care will 
provide community education and one-to-one support 
aimed at increasing awareness and reducing problem 
gambling behaviour.  Community education sessions will 
be held to raise awareness of problem social gambling, 
increase understanding of the impact it can have on 
people’s lives, and to promote engagement in diversionary 
activities and strategies.  One-to-one support with art 
therapy will also be provided to assist individuals who feel 
uncomfortable in group situations and wish to seek 
confidential support.  Social inclusion events, such as 
picnics, will be held to promote social inclusion and 
community recreation as an alternative to social gambling. 

Mission Australia Metropolitan $170,800 Mission Australia's WA Gambling Education Service for 
Offenders project aims to deliver seminars covering a 
range of topics targeting incarcerated men, women and 
juvenile offenders.  Group sessions focusing on topics 
such as what is gambling, impact of gambling, why people 
gamble and strategies to manage gambling behaviour will 
be held in prisons. Training will also be made available to 
service providers and corrections professionals and 
officers to increase awareness about gambling problems 
among offenders and staff. 

 
 
 

The Federation of WA PCYC Inc. Metropolitan $193,500 The Federation of Western Australian Police and 
Community Youth Centres (PCYC) will focus on reducing 



the likelihood of young people acquiring problematic 
gambling through a range of diversionary activities which 
includes physical training, traditional activities and 
educational services being implemented at the two PCYC 
Centres in Armadale and Gosnells. All programs will be 
aimed at redirecting participants away from gambling to 
socially and financially community acceptable lifestyles. 
 
The program will offer short education sessions facilitated 
by a social worker in partnership with agencies providing 
professional support.  The education sessions will be run in 
conjunction with diversionary activities such as biking, 
canoeing and physical fitness.  Weekly sessions will also be 
offered focusing on developing solutions with individuals 
who have identified problems.  The project will also link with 
the PCYCs' employment skills development initiatives. 

Swan Districts Football Club Inc. - 
V Swans Program 

Pilbara $198,800 The Swan Districts Football Club V Swans Program will 
work in collaboration with the Roebourne Active Reference 
group to deliver a program of public awareness, referral and 
education and diversionary sport and recreation. 
 
Public awareness, referral and education will include a 
public awareness campaign and an education program for 
local school children on the importance of healthy lifestyles 
and the risks and consequences involved with gambling.  
Collaboration with local service providers will also be 
undertaken to support the identification and referral 
processes for individuals with a gambling addiction. 
 
The second part of the project will provide diversionary 
activities that include arts and weekend sports engaging 
local clubs and associations targeting youth and families in 
Roebourne.  Activities will include hockey, gym, footy for 
mums and midnight basketball. Further activities will be 
developed based on further community consultation.  The 
diversionary sport and recreation program will include the 
identification and development of positive role models within 
the community. 

 
 

Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporation Kimberley $188,900 Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporation will provide constructive 
diversionary activities and educational workshops for 



problem and social gamblers within the Kalumburu 
community. The project will be co-ordinated with existing 
youth development projects in the community. 
 
Activities will include the development and facilitation of 
diversionary recreational activities for men, women and 
young people; educational workshops on gambling and 
money management, and training to community members 
as peer support.  The project will also include the 
development of culturally appropriate resources designed to 
maximise personal relevance and ownership.  The 
Community Development Officer for the project will also 
work with and train a trainee Community Development 
Officer to build ongoing capacity within the community.  The 
program is based on consultation with the community which 
identified that a lack of alternative recreational activities was 
the common reason for the prevalence of gambling within 
the community. 

 
 


